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5357 Hould IT be blamed for Printing this 
WH (RG ſingle Sermon, I defire the great and 
wx> VJe9 Univerſal! concernment of the Sub- 
1p JI jet here treated on, the ſeaſonable- 
ESSE nefle of it atall times.. eſpecially in 
theſe fickly times, after the obſervation of three 
generall Faſts for the diſeaſes and mortality in feve- 
rall parts of the Nation, together with the eminen- 
cy of the Auditory, to which for the main, it hath 
been Preached, namely, the two Univerfities ſucceſ- 
pow 5 be my Apology for adventuring it to the 
prefle. And if you ſhoutd admire my confidence 


in this manner of addrefſe to you,” I pray you be 
pleaſed in part to charge it upon your own acconnt, 
and to aſſure your felte, that your late civilities and 
favours tome, and-reſpects for me; have encouraged 
me'to'this undertaking. oe nl 


A 2 And 


eſpecially tolevell at aved perſons, having 
[away 10' perſons of his his one yeer,all of 

It or-above-t ore yeers-oldz.-when 
you ſhall number your own daies, and behold your 
own face.in a glafle, /agd:ſee how the fields areal- 
rea y ite. untoghe haryeſt, and confider how the 
very” Itreets' you walke in might in ſome” meaſure 
be paved withithe:$Kuls-of thoſe, who have dyed 
fince you firſtfivedinthe City, though you ſhould 
cenſure the. Preacher as impertinent , yet may: you 
jadge the Sermon here preſented. nor! altogether 1m:- 
Breptter: Tis wie indeed, the” mention. of Death is 
ag unpleaſing note inthe cares of thoſe uſually, who 
are full df-the comforts of this life: I have heard or 
read/ofa King,, who n70n pain of death forþad any 
to mention. Death. in his preſence ;; and: of a great 


- . » 4 


Queen; who:was lighly;dilpleaſed with'a Fawovrite, 


key: your {elfe; and will not therefore: (I perſwade wy 
(aire) Judge:tpe your cnemv, meerly. becauſe 7 zell you 
HEEraHh. ( | 


: 
£ 


Now Sir, whilR;,] preface this Sermon to.you, 
Idefire Imay-Preachto my. (elfe;-and ta all thar read 
chis Epiſtle, whether old men or maidens,/young:men 
: ih £ 


OT 


or. children; - Let'us ;get.oyle in our lamps: before 
the Bridegroome © comes; and all: things ready for 
death before'death comes: for who: now-ſo:young, 
10 Reqng, ſo' good, but there are younger, znd-ſtron- 
get, and better already in their graves? 'The:Fewes 
have aproverb, there are skulls of all fizes in Golgo- 
tha: and the Apoſtle Fohn tells mus, he ſaw the dead. 
ſmall and great ſtand _ God, Rev.20.11, 12. 
Let us not then put farre from us the evill day ; but 
conſider, that ſome. ſudden blaſt -imiy : blow out 
the Candle, as well as it may goe out in the: focker. 
Phyſitians {ay there are 300 diſeaſes incident to-the 
body of man: .but if we eſcape all other diſeaſes,. old 
agezthat incurable diſeaſe, reckoned one of the' three 
meſkngers . of Death, will creep, upon us ere we are 
aware, if wedo not think of it.'- Oh! that: we could 
as-we dye daily,ſo get our ſelves more ready for death 
daily, Let us meditate often how.the twoaxes.of 
time, day and night, are continually choppingar-the 
root of the tree" of every-mans lite; 'and howſome 
fruits'are: blown off the tree';- | whilſt in'the"bud or 
green, : a{well as{ome others fall off ,” when. they are 
ripe; and how ſome flowers of the field aretrod down 
orerop'd by manorbeaſt, aſwell as others ſtand and wt- 
ther till they be-cur down: + 'r oh tt: 

_1 Let us know that death' is the wages of ſon : and 
foraſmuch as.;all/ have ſinned, itis a Statute enacted 
by the Parliament of Heaven, that all muſt dye once; 
{o tis' erdfwarily;; for it is., thought, - Lazarus: dyed 
twice ; and thoſe who _ be found alive at the ”y 

3 ng 


> .Þ  TheEpiltle 
of judgment, ſhall xot dye ar all, but be changed 
Now if —_ _ 49s, et onfider tha 
wages may be pay bas tali coyne, gold, ftl- 
ver, do beforn ny place, the hooſe, t, or 
field; at any houre of = , or watch of the night, 
as the maſter pleaſeth: 'and'fo Death may be inflit- 
ed diverſe wayes and manners, at any time, and in 
any | wy" Further,know we, that tisa ſolemn thing 
to dye, —_— death the Tudgment: Eternity 
reads on the heels of death; ſo that theres no place 
here for a ſecond Error. 

2 Letus often think of Death. Tis obſerved that 
Beaſts cannot think of dying: lets ſhew our ſelves 
therefore wex, meditate of it, not. put far from us 

, the day of Death, chat may be a meanes to make 
usſecure : fot we read-that the wife virgins ſhumberd 
as well as the feolrfh, whilſt the bridegroom delayed 
his coming ; and tis obſerved , that God therefore 
keeps ſecret fromus the day of death and judgment, 
that men ſhould watch alway, and beever prepared. 

- 3 "Though we think of death, which the beaſts 
cannot doe , yet let us not faviſht feare it, but 
therein endeavour to be as the Angels of heaven, 
who though they underſtand Death, yet doe not 
feare it, being out of the reach of jr. Conſider we 
may, that: the fing of Death , which is ſn, is taken 
out, andaur death is the Death of Death to us; that 
out of this eater comes: meat; and out ofthe ſtrong, 
out of the bitter, comes fweernes, Indeed if we looke 

Ts wa} 1 | apon 


| Dedicatory. 
upon death as the puniſhment offin , as the difſolu- 
tion of the moſt excellent creature on earth, as the 
ing of two old friends and jatimate acquaintance, 

the ſoul and the body, as anend and period of ſer- 
viceroGod and man in the Church and comonwealth 
on earth, ſo tis rather #err5ble than defcrable : yet 
again, it we conſider that tis a period to fin and {or- 
ow, an inlet to glory, a dark entry to a lightſome 
alace, no other than the Portall or entry into the 
houſe of God, and the gate of heaves to the godly, 
and that death is owrs, for our benefitand advantage, 
as well as life; that our death «precious in Gods eyes; 
and that when we are dead, and our vile bodies in 
the duſt , when the wormes areſpread under them, 
and the wormes cover them, even then are we Gods 
Jewels ; when we are diſſolved; then are we like 
gold melted in the furnace, precious in the eyes of 
the owner thereof, Lets conſider that we goeto our 
friends and acquaintance,who are gone before us to 
heaven; yea we 'goe to God, Chriſt, and che holy 
Angels, and all-the company of heaven, andthough 
our body and ſoul part, yet the myſticall union be- 
twixt us and Chriſt the Head, continues firme and 
indifloluble , and we are ſill members of his body; 
that death is a fleep after our labour and travell 
here, and who feares to -putoff his clothes to goe 
toſleepin his bed ? chat Chriſt onr-Lord ro 
free us from the {laviſh feare of death: I ſay if we 
confider all-theſe things, we ſhall gor need to be al- 
way 


th Ws 4 _ ':T 
« hs was: cs he wy eb afiowemy 1s 
—_ d67®. *Godkofthe Hearhen;jerichac boto welcomedand 
vs, ; Nh entertained -as xfriend: by godly - Chriſtians: I haye | 
$4117 Heſjo., HieardOr read of a godly man,who rejoyced:exceed- | 
"S805, ingly when he daw:the plague Apors npon his arme, 
y Y 
jooking on! them as cer tainfignes of his approchiag 
rains and\'of Sion Gentlewoman, who, 
told:by-afritnd;charher :change probably was 
==z rake:.out» after fuch a manner, ſaying, 
blefrthe. :bara6:i my>ſeul, and. dll that. « within 
ets Help Sans wh nokgor back «gain fer 
d4;or to: thelikeefftt, 
| rr that we: may not "ſeare the approach 4 | | 
Death, lets prepare and providedaily for his comm 
put on the - pg Goa, eſpecially th- ſhye / 
of Faith,ands Sy of the ſpirit,  whichis the word 
Cant. a x, of God: this is like the Armor y of Solomon, whereig 
ili hung « thouſand ſtrelds,event bſhel of the mighty; 
cloſe to our ' Captaine Chriſt ,- who leads us, 
andloves us, he Heyy cnt and ever 
livesinhedven to make interceffion for us; through 
him we ſhall-doe valiantly ,. through: him we ſhall 
tread down our enemies.” and be more then Conque* 
rors over Sin, Death;and the-Dive/. Lets take heed 
- ofevery Sinzgetandgrowin,andat (as wehave op- 
portunity); every grace; labour 'to' be abundancly 
tfall in every good thought, 'word , and worke; 
ms be ſure|co- de found upon our watch, and upon 
our 


Z 


or guadwwhengrachcomes,:: 2554.5 57h 4 aig 
' And noweitg xt0,:return wite you: havihgineper 
preached to you from the Pulpit, agrept 'L'pray.this 
Sermon from the Preſſe. You who feare God, do not 
you feare Death : . Let not ſuch@&man 4 you ſeck to 
flee; bug rather ſtand in your. tent door, ready to 
meet him, "when Ye, Wines. ': To this end be rich i» 
Faith, andrich in good Works : let your own eyes be 
your Overſcers, ad your own hands in ſome good 
'*meaſure your Execwtors. ...Be eyes tofthe blind, feet 
ro the lame; dedle' your btead to r 9 Cl ath 
the naked, ſhew- your faith by your wat "Thus 
whilſt others may be compared to Dives, br to the 
rich fool in the Goſpell, we ſhall behold you as the 
' wiſe Merchant in the Parable, who, though you 
have indeed a great portion in the things of the world, 


yer are not coyrtnted.to/ hve, thebworkittor 
Portion: and though you LS Fee 


treaſures hid inthe ſands, yet not ſatisfied therewith; 
lay up for your ſelfe treaſures in Heaven, 

Thus returning you hearty thanks for the favours 
and reſpects you have been pleaſed to doe me, ho- 
eping fince you are reputed alover of Miniſters, you 
will give a Miniſter leave ſtill.co love and bonour 
youz Iſhall conclude, praying for you, that when 
you ſhall have ſerved your Generation according t0 
the will of God, and fall aſleepe, your ſoule may be 
received up into Heaven, and your body reſt in 
the Lord; ſo that when you ſhall awake inthe 54 
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The Fpiltle Dedicatory. 
of the reſurreion, and your body and ſoule be | 

RE ou' may be Nill 4nd on, 47g 

which is beſt of all. 


Sits 
"This k,and ſhall be the Prayer of | 
your Hamble Servant in the Go- | 


ſpell of Chriſt 
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eAnd deliver them,who throuph feare 
of Death were all thei tfe time 
ſubjett to bondage, © 


aN this and-the verſe immediate- 
ly foregoing, we have a rationall 
$1 account of the Incarnation ofthe 
Xl Son of the God; why it was ex- 
4 ——_ that the Meſſiah ſhould 
Will be. Emanuel, the 3Yordſhould be 
made Fleſh, wherefore the Sex of 
God ſhould become the Son of Man, an everliving 
and all-quickening Spirit partake of fleſh and blood 
like unto us his brethren, onely without {1n, #. e. be of 
a nature paſſible and mortall,or obnoxious to ſuffe- 
rings and Death; namely, it was for theſe. two ends, 
I. That by his. death he might deſtroy our great 
enemy, there named the Divel, and deſcribed to be 
him, that {ad the power of Death, . And 21y. That 
he might deliver us, his own brethren and friends, 
B 2 out 
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Wc. | 
+ of this. cruel tyrant, and out of che 
"eh On rei by reaſon of 
weeither were, or had juſt cauſe to be a/ 
0% mow aid, leſt 'we ſhould fone be puni- 
edbothwith temporall and eternal! Death. . 
- There ze three obſervations , which 1 defire to 
ſpeak to, and which I ſuppoſe contain the very mar- 
row of theſe words. * ' > 5 | | 

1, 1\That tis 4 grievers bondage t0- be all our life 
time 1n.continuall feare of. Death.” \> © 
; 12, Unbeliergens, w thaſe whogreant of Chriſt, either 
are, or have juſitauſe to be. through feare of Death all 
their life time ſubjet# unto bondage. 

3. Believers, or. they who have part in-Chrift, and 
they onely.,. aredelivered and fried by ba death from 
thu intollerable bondage 

Of the -1; I ſhall proceed by theſe ſteps, 

1. Toſhew thar feare isa bondage. | 
2.Thatto fear all ons life time aggr avates the bondage 

3- That to feare Death all our life time conſum- 
mazes the F Fo 

7. 'Feare is apaſhon,which ſpeaks a man a ſer vans; 
tis the badge.and cognizance of a Servant: whereas 
Loveis the principle and character of 2 Ch1/4: to feare 
our Lords or. our Maſters. anger is ſervile, ſerwle eſt, 
ac ſer vum argeit faith Roilec.in loc. And tis very obler- 
vable,that Rom:.8. r5.the ſpirit of fear is cal'da Spirit 
_ of bondage, but the ſpirit of Adoption, or-the {pirit 

of Sons, is inthe Scripture cal'd « (p1##t of love, and 
diſtinguiſhed from thar ſpirit of feare,or that principle 
k- OL 


our fins-, 


(22 
| offear;tvhereby ſervants commonly do ador area». 
edrather, 2 Tirm.147.-: Feare hath torment, Jayththe 
Holy Ghoſt, 1 Fe4.4.18. rt 28) 

This foul fiend ,- this- corcuring- Aﬀection' was 
worſhipped by the--Lacedemonians.\as. a; Gad:: - I 
ſuppoſe tor the ſame cauſe | that; the Romans and Jn; 
dians worſhipped the -Divel , -viz.; that-it ſhauld not 
torment them, And:truely.rhey (ay;Fear was com- 
monly: adored and painted in-their Temples with a 


Lyons head, and ſo very tertibles/not-unlke.the:De- 


vill, that r04r1mg. Lyon, who goeth about: romingally 
ſeeking whom he may devaure-: and truly! if it benot 


like the Devill, yet ſome have: ſaid, that feare 'doth ;,-1. 


invite the Devill to come to us 5 timor attrabit ad {e 
demonas.. A nd ſurely. it -was:not without all cult 
that Yives ſaid, Null ofþ miſeria' major | quam mens, 


There is. no greater. miſery, thenifeare-, \N®greeter 399 


miſery,no rack or torture like #3,faith another,  _' ./:;-; 

2+ But then to feare all ovr life time, that aggra- 
vates the miſeryyand-bondage,! that,makes our lives 
(& life wejuſe toſay = rex nn gan, rae 
ſeth tome to.chuſe(although they 'makeanill choice) 
death,rather than life. The day-labourer waits for the 
eve 1, and then he ſball reſts the ſervant for; the end of 
the yeer;the Appreniice for hisyear of Jubile,whemhe 
is t0 g0,0ut treezand the forethought of (#berty ſugars 
the bicter cup of ſervit#de to. them. .  But-alas Eto be 
under the terrible bondage: of feare:, - without any 
hopes or expectation of treedeme, or of redemption 
all our life time, this 4s4. burden which :nrirher! we, 
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(4) * 
why our Fathers wife ovt#\ablevobeare. Nay ig death 
>, I fay-nor- that rhe ſervaiie! is'free trom this 
z when a mandies ,-Hhe rather fteles the evill 
which feaved than is freed from-it, -Andalthough 
we muſt {2 ;"bleſted it he that feareth God alway, the 
_ of life withy a filial. <hild-like, 'ingenuous 
—__ we ; way "ſay milſctable is he that feareth 
Falired maſter, that cruel tyrant, with 
a np a faviſhfeare And 6 I come ro he third 
and laſt ofthe hondage,'> - 
(1g, Fo Deathall our life tidns;is a burden and 
whithis intolerable:Linder the word Death 
Tſhallcompreticad { with rhegenerality of inter ont 
ters) not onely temmporall death, which is che ſe 
riowottheſoule front the body; but: erernall mh 
alſo;whichy is"che' _—_— of both ſoul and body 
from God ever '' Now to feare'death al- 
way is a terrible 


, quid miſerius eſt, aut gi 
py # (ſaid one)quam menu morti perperno trepi 

th is cal'd by Ts Philoſopher tht zeyr1ble of woke] 
les, whgdand 4x arm at can'be: by Job, the 
King of terrors. ''Tis'the: feare of Kings, as well as 
mean men; and-tisthe King: of feares: and thoſe who 
Alaviſhly feare dearth are the veryeſt bondmen ia the 
world; qu# metiunt mortem ith ſervi ſunt, ac ſervili 
conditione,new autexs ingenui,neh, filii, Rollociin loc. 
and {o Theoph. 3n « Jeraror Nhoitas drinniy du ©, wi waye 
b oremaeny' my feare death are+ the ſervants of 


. Not onely (#1 ſeruants we are whom we obey, 
is ſervants 2nd. we fo are whom we feare- 


bur 


R and 
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and the lierle finger of the feare of death-will be hea-! 
vier chan the loynes of all -other: feates and tyrants 
whatſoever. . The feare of other evills Herh us: 
with whips,this with ſcorpions, Death-is an evill, a 
great yo. and an unavoidableevil; and therefore ter- 
rible. ' Itis uſherd in, and accompanied, andfollow- 
ed with a black guard and woyrs'— lt raaget the way 
- and walke of death is very low and darke- we read of 


the valley of the ſhadow of death, and: in'this valley P(@.:41 4 


there is too a Lyon, yea/ many legions! of roaring 
Lyons, waiting for their prey:contiqudlly;' yeaicer- 
tanly many thouſands, ibnot millions. .of men} who 
have gone downe this way, have been- ſorewo 
yea cruelly laine here, have loſt their lives and theis 
ſouleshere. © But more particularly,-death will ap- 
peare ghaſtly andformidable,-ifwe confiter ' > {7:14 
T. That it has a venotmous-anddeadly Rinf;/'tis 
an old ſerpent, and has: a poyſonous:ſting; the firg 
of death is fin,and thatis terrible. Sin is the edge of 
the ſword of this deadly enemy, tris the poyfon ot che 
Dragon, tis a grearer enemy to us than dedth;' than 
the Devill, chan Hell it ſelfe. If Gmwas notthere, 
we ſhould not die or we ſhould nor need'to feare 
Death, we might cafily ſhake off this viper into the- 
fire, and rid our hands of it, as:Pawl did of the viper 
AG 28:and teel no hirme; but therefore death is death: 
mnt hell hell indeed, 'becauſe tis the wages of 
n, 19191 
2. Death will appezre terrible,if we conſider whoint 
powers death primarily. who' hath the abfolute,and' 
| ſupream: 


' "wkills: 


(06) 
power-offife and each; -md: fron whom 


oa na athii his | Commuſfos , and-th2t-is 
killer uw makerhabve, he bringeth 


1c eld af $"\r'$495,2:6,And tru- 
ant, wider fre: God'the ſapream judee of 
diwho'caatiovere injadgment, kick: 


us 4ccording:ta his holy ;-juſt, 
2 *andtis' deaths part. 4 4g 
ks K.- reerepeng on wpon'as the' Judgment written. 
The-ovenging juſtice of 1Almighty God commands 
deatti2q ſexzeoponthefing reareibim,in:fun- 
defrlikenTL yonp Yercoxor hifrig upon him like a 
hy neo. ing of vengeancein the mouth of it - 
erm irs Det conjunitam,quatem neceſſe 
Med eſo ;1airh'Beve; Tigithe juſtice and 
wrath of Alt - neon ama Wham yn" death 
fpoyleiandof Gods * 
wrattieis ſaid,” aecordiny 19 wwr feare foi i thy! wrath: 
our fearesmiy'ibe abode che wrath of men, but the 
with of Gods chewour-feares;: 1 © +1 
ONE ifweconfiderwho has the pomet 
deartybernorſe muchadzleyite phwer; ſuch as Kings 
&M ©,aS a power by conſequence;let us call 
ie ſo-ſach'ss an'Executionet or ar hangman hath over 
 perfon$to-put ichem- ro:death; and that 
is ric Devil, 24: The!/Devil maybe ſad to-have 
of death; either 5-2 As #rermprer, who 
ſeducerh us to fin,and ſo brings us to death, S:n being 


Dena yor he gown drath:"Throphytact tells :us; the 


uy ron 81 7he A wapriah; 
= to 


——— 


4 '(7 ) 
vioibieorimib) ec dns 46he;3. e; 
forti;ndo robur gy morias: he got: got-it-by Sinz-Sin; sxhe 
ſtrength ans power!qfdeath-' Or, 2 As-an 4oquſer 
ofus unto —— God,and urging the Lawagainſ} 


ROD 
0:c0e1 uporus;, Nor 
TP) Conrtiers: Ae Dern, Dandch thc 
he ey 7 Years: the,; he, that-we 


© be caſt intohell, the ye the. 
K's out of which we have no hope of Fre. 
3Y' be may. be faid- co-haye the-power of death (ficut 
carnifex habts imperiunicyota &; potibuls.) as an ex+ 
ecutioner hath: power of the wheel or font thete? 
with to torment men, not whom and: 
eb, but condemned 
a egn ome ne wor ofthe Indger Ns thee the Dh 
bach che [power-ot death? ahd-(avely-tis:2 dreadful 
thing'tq falljnto.che.hands of this DI 
rormentor, Death comes t0.0ur. chamber and 
10 OYr; accompany 
Son Borihy ne 
Age on rv mr wit] ad-Y0 21041 
c deration,:iy 
death. is very formidable or terrible z namely, if we 
ronlider-thedGo 'ab eathiz the) h 
followes as 4he begs of the brſtpilie Hell eads.on 
the heels ofdeath. Death comes riding ona redox 


horſe with a-drawn:Gvord: in his hand;.and el\tol- 


lowes 00.2 black [he nd crew 
wy Way prey pipe Tyr parent 


life; 


3, Obſerva. - 


7B) 
Uſpyre-fo.o. cutidown-the* rree of life;: 8s [that -he 
oderang i yp row per 
ri ft otendunt)(ayth Cabvin> where 
ſoul i yer u guilt -befare" God, there hell 
eface>ſo teriblemaſt death beto thoſe, 
wile eos Nang, hea yaiedour of Civil: 
And odisis our fecond obfetvation: Raw, DL 
"has unbelievers either attually :ard)et of ri bt have 
20'be' ge fakes f death al ſelr 36 e-time 


\x2Eyveryaun bodanci Jeatercanifabih, 
feareroundabvort wichin himurecfeares;; when altis 
calme, andatierearenofebangswithout, ' 

"Rae fores-of mes! & 7172 2coda ink whoſe 


cis pods ob fonte: ix Minors:or children, 


Ore arg trons 
bf et have 
many poxrerfull and rovet : 

debrony airs owe miltions:; who have me working 0 to 


nettites/; '3.1Pgote 
AIR | orbits. gud ſong Re tie 
Toes of the Law, who arc bnoziooowy juſtice, 


earn | eds xhrion. 
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(9.) 
ſtraw, andthe is, or onght's0 hefAfraidof 
daily. Then he is.4 ſervant, yea + > ar; ys ors 
a—_ the greateſt m—_—_ bewcld: he is as Paul 
| ſaid of humlelf Rom. 7; 14. Cartail, ſo rrp under fs 
as $0\hiS\uar m_ #..0r4S-Cis laid, of 4bab, he 
is. one-that- /c eife. to worke: wickedaes:s. 
a ſervant of Sin ze is made a ſervant of death; 
ſerves him daily with feare and trembling, as. 4 po | 
he thinks of him: yea he is carryed captive: by. the 
Devilat his pleaſure, ſa right is that quam maltor habet 
Domines qui unups non habeir How many: Lords und 
Maſters hath he:-that hath; not one, thavis, God; for 
his Lord and maſter? - 
2 An uabeliveris week, and of no ſtrength, and 
yet hath LTNA0Y potent; a ro — withall, 


1-he hath, one omniporen 
who'is ſaid to be ave wn Ame, bh fverJ 
him, who: wbets his _ 4, and bends bis: bow, 


pares for him the Inſtruments of « Death.: And. {urely - 
th a. tearfull-thing50 $e43 child; bf wrath; and-2o be 
lyable daily to falliaco-the bindsofthishiving God, 
as-ones 4Jleadly enemy; and:yet-this is the ſtate ofgn+ 
believers. Again,all the Angels in heaven, andall che 
creatures in; heayen and:earth, and-all the: Devilsin 
belLare his enemys:they all ſtatid xEadyſome nearer & 
{ome farther of-ghe Tudges bencb, it were> ſaying, 
Away withſuch: 4 fellow: from: ther Earth, hs s:not 
worthy #0 {(4ve. He, that; kills thee may ehink he doth 
God good Service-An unþeliever(like Gdan)may feare 
fry one techie beSuid/dſlay fared 5 


3 He 


hw pro ;& . 


(ro) 
-*x. He is extreatrly-#ndebred nts the Juſtice of 
God; and :is never able” to pay a' farthing; and God: 
wilFoneday ſay (if he live and die in this ſtate) rake 
him, and bind him hand and fort, and caſt him into 
the dungton, into witer darkneſſe: verily he ſhall not 
come'dut thence, unrill"be hath paid! the wiermoſt far- 


HI ” , 
wy ; he is a 1ranſorefſor . # malefator: God 
joakyoo bin ſo,-int the lerefor rt ryron womb; 
as\ſoonas he comes into life, he's lyable to the law, 
ſentence, and puniſhment'of death:* he is (as we ſay) 
a dead man in law,” as foon as he begins to live. 

Yea, and that which aggravares his bondage and 
miſery 'is this, that he knows of no reprieve, no not 
for aday, orhour, or moment; death 'and hell may 

ze on hum every minute: behokd as it were a fla- 
ming'{word wich a rwine-thread over his head 
continually,.ſo-that all his honors, ſweet pleaſures, 
ago him, if his eyes be but open to 
ſee this .miſery:. his bead is as-ir were alway upon the 
block 5+ and i deaths is- iready® with his axe , for 
ought :heiknows +, "to: ſever ſon! and body every 
momentz .and (if he die Preſently) he knowes 
not what will become of his foul to eternity, or he 
knows: that:the:Devills'wilk:come and fetch away 
_ his ſoule: the tooks on death queſt 4/erns mortss exor- 
dinms, C. 4lap. on:death temporall as bur the begin- 
ing or .inlet.iato-eternall- deathz- he- enters into-the 
{on of.hell,}as never hoping -to come our againe. 


If theeyes0b/bis andeſtaading be enlightned ,, be 


” 
_ 


| v» (1) 
ſees Legions of Devills ready to = his ſoule, 

before his ſoule goes out of his body, reaching after 

and catching at his ſoule, before his friends begin to 

ſcramble for his goods, or the wormes to feaſt them- 

ſelves with his fleſh. 

Toconclude this, an unbeliever hath: juſt cauſe to 
feare death, as one that will deprive him of life, and 
all that he- accounted bappineſſe 3 and as a Serfeant 
ſent to arreſt, attach, and hale him to' priſon and 
judgment, and fo deliver him up to the Devill, and 
the torments of hell for ever, 

And now if any be troubled at theſe ſayings, and 
ſay intheir hearts, this is a bard ſaying, who can brar 
it? who then can bgſaved? lanſwer, our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt dyed to deliver all thoſe, that will come to 
him for 'Salvation, from the feare of death, under 
which they were before time held in bondage- and fo 
we come - treat of _ 3d _ laſt _— 

All true Chriſtians, or thoſe who are juſtified. by fait - 
in Chriſt, m—_— him, _ el hr a3 pes or 3 Obſerve 
them, or his dying for them, freed from being all their 
life time through fear of death ſubjet# unto bondage. 

1 They are delivered, they do not laviſhly: fteare 
death temporall and eternall, or they ought not ſoiro 
doe...-2 They are delivered by Chriſt, and 3 by 
Chriſt dying tor them. =. 

rx True Chriftians do not, or need not {laviſhly + 
to fear death. I know natureis averſe to, and trems 
bles at diflolution; -and-the pure and holy' nature of 
Chriſt. did (with: Ar ar ag 

& 3 C 


- - (ta) 
chae; ſuffering,-and feare dying; and it is ſufficient 
for'the ſervant that he be as his Maſter, A nacurall, 
ordinate',- moderate-feare of death a Chriſtian-may 
have;: but yer he dorh-not {laviſhly feare death or 
hell; he knows the one cannot hurt him, and the'o« 
ther barti\noching inhim: a-hurre of his head ſhall not 
fall tothe grownd, and not ſomuch as the ſmell of hell 
fire ſhall ever paſſe on him, Chriſtians have no need 
tadear death?” it:can/(let it:do irs worſt) but kill the 
body, 3t; cannot. caſt body or ſoule into hell fires and 
wherefore then fhould Chriſtians' feare .it?:the ſhell, 
the body may in death be broken'or worm-eaten; 
but the kernell, the foul, that is untouched, the 
wormes cannot touch that.” Beſides, death is a hidin 
Place or SanQuary. to- Chriſtians for a time, rill all 
the fore calamities of this miſerable world- are over- 
paſt; and men'in diſtreſſe do nor fiy-from, but to 
Places and cities. of refuge. Againe, they nay look 
_ ondeathas aperiodoftall evill, as a forerunner, as an 
- inlet toall bleflednefle, a darke- entry leading them 
to the father of lights: they find death in the Inven- 
tory of their good things, 1 Cor. 3.21,22. For all 
S.4re __— whether Paxl, or Apollos, or Cephas, 
er:the world, or life, or death. Even (o faith the Spirit , 
-Revil, 14.13, Blefied are the dead that die in the Lord . + Alacres 
| accedunt ad mortem, tanquam ad erummarum termi- 
num & melioris vite exordium, Corn. Alap: They 
ach: death cheerfully, as the end of their trou- 
[1 the beginning'ota/berter lifes i - < - 
_ How!iunbappy'! wete'Chriſtians,/ if they gg 
Tv | ye? 


ww. 


-. 
_ 
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&? would” not live al It is enough 
x ack eh Eljab,a little altered): take _-_ Our i 1 King.19. 4; 
o_ we may be better with our fartie fs, may, chat 
l be ever with the Lora, _ is beſt of al Firem 
| ent in patientia, mortem in aeſiderio: they are pa- 
| __ of lie, or content to; live,- bur defirous to dye. 
| Of old it was/ grown to- a kind of Proverb; ſol Chri- 
ſftiani mortis contemptores: Chriſtians were the men 


who contemned death, In the Martyrologie we find. 
Fuſt us and Paſtor, the one-of' ſever,” -the other of 
nine yeares of age, ; theni{elves to Mattyr- 
| _ for Chriſt; mafi- dies 
—_ at the- ſtake, pA jo wich: the firſt Martyr 


en, Lord Feſws receive my Spiyir? bat tis obſer» |, 
Sr by (ome, that the 'rich bel the dyed unwillingly, 7. 596 


this\meht ((aith the text) do ' require 3p 13,20; . 
ther Hiwenki whdye garrett fo. q 22 

Farther, Chriſtians: xe freed by Chriſt, and _ 
his dying;. from the ſlaviſh feare of dearth" ad hell, 
or remporall and-erernall death, For 

r Chtiſt*hath'deſtroyed him-thar had "the 5 

of Year; ie. the Devill: ' »0n-qu0d prffonan, tat ſub- 
fantians dabols deſtruxerit, & anwwhilarid; as 
ejus regnum & imperium' deflynxar, 'Corn. 4 
hath not deſtroyed or annihilated- theperfon o of fas 
ſtance of the Diyell; buc the hath deſtroyed his 
dome and Empire- Chriſt-hathidefpoyled: the De. 
=- of thar'right'or power, which he ſometimes hat 

by permifſion or ſufferance from! God, to temptand. 
orhnehethem, by:reconciling them by his-death un- 
that! r0- 


| (14). 
to: God. Now ſince Chriſt hath made ov: peace 
with\God,.the-Devils:power r6 [tempt us in this life 


1s:muth limitedatid refrained; if we be-in Chriſt; and 


6 pO torment as. after death+is totally. aboli- 
ſhed. : He hath delivered. ue from the power of. Satan, 
AR.26-18.: from the porier of darkneſe, Col. 1413; 


Daproſtratiereſt Waith Calvin; ſpeaking of the De- 


'vilh) #8: promihile. habetidus ſity. ac ſp nul/us foret: the 
Devill 1s {0/ yanquiſhed, -as if he ſignified nothing 
now,/as it there;wasno Devill at all as..to believers. 
And. Chriſt eadguard the:Devill, bear bim -ou. of 
his Kingdane and-Empire, which he ſometimes had 
overus hisSubjecs, with bis owa weapon; he flew 


-. - himasitwere with: his. own ſword: boſtern ſuis ipws 
cath 


Bos Cilifinci x 
& Epbe/. 4.8, 


A4r mis confecit Chriſte, faith Reza. Chriſt, by 

overcame him.that had the power of deach: when he 
hung upon the zroſle,; he ſpoiled principelities .and 
powers; and when' he aſcended up on high, he led 
captivitie captive, and made a ſhew of them openly; 
#riumphing over them, The Devill firſt got. his pow- 


' .erto torment /ÞS;with death temporalk and eternal], 


and wirh.che.fear and horror-ot both, by tempting us 
ro finz and by that meanes tyrannized = man, put- 
ting him. to death cruelly and malitiouſly: but now 


Chriſt; became. fin for us, our fins - were laid upon . 


him; and he died for our ſins,.;and by his,deathover- 
came the Devil: the great Leviathan did bite at the 
fieh of Chriſt, or his humane nature, ſed: capt fuit 


heme Divinitatis but he was caught by his divinity, 


3: wich a hook: yea the divine power gf. Ghuiſt j 
#3 Uuc 


(15) | 
ſuch a hook in his noftrills, that he canand-will hin- 
cer him from tyrannizing over and tormenting ( as 
tormerly he did): thote that are Chriſts. And truly, 
the Devil hath juſtly forfeited his power for his 
malice againſt Chriſt, and his preſumption-in ſetting 
upon Chriſt, the Captain of our falyation, when he 
once appeared bur in the Similitade of finfull fleſh, 

2, Becauſe Chriſt hath deſtroyed the power and 
dominion of Sin; he hath by his death taken away the 
condemning power,and purchaſed the Spirit to deſtroy 
the commanding power of Sin, in bis; ſo that fin ſhall 
no more raigne in our mortall bodyes, Sin ſhall no 
more have dominion over, us, fince Chriſt dying for 
fin hath condemned Sin in the fleſh. 

3+ That Chriſt hath delivered. true Chriſtians from 
the feare of Death, appeares , in that he hath freed 
them from the damning power of the Law:the ſtrength 
of {in, as tots condemning power, is the Law ; . but 
Chriſt in this regard, as ro thoſe that are Chriſts, 
hach nayled the. Law to, his crofſe: yea:the. law was 
not made for a righteous man, (ayth the Scripture, 
1 Tim, 1.9, and ſuch are juſtified perſons by the death 
of Chriſt. Farther, tis ſaid againſt ſuch there is no law, 
Gal. 5. 23- andthat we might be yer delivered from 
all our rormenting feares, hear what the Apoſtle Paul 
ſayth, Rom. 8. 1. There & no condemnation to. them 
ſhat are in Chriſt. 

4 In that Chriſt by his death hath aboliſhed death 
to the godly, I had :1|-moſt ſaid Name and Thing, he. 
hath taken away the _ of death, he hath beat out - 

rhe 


v compared, 


WS —_— 
the teeth of this evil and venemous' beaſt, Death 
came with open month upon Chriſt, like a roaring 
Lyon, as he went down that way, but Chriſt hath 
flaine the Lyon, and now out of the eater comes meat, 
and out of the ſtrong comes ſweernes, tothem thar are 
Chriſts the bitternes of death is paſt;any child of God 
may now play upon the hole X this Aſpe death, tis 
now to them aſleep, a change, a gathering to rheir fa- 


Reve!.20.6.14. thers: and it hath been obſerved , that in the Revela- - 


tions ſometimes it doth'nor goe in account as worthy 
of the name of death; for then the death of the Soul 
in hell, whichis cal'd the ſecond death, ſhould have 
been cal'd the third death: bar ific be any thing, we 
are aſſured x Cor. 15. that it ſhall be deſtroyed, dearh 
& ſwallowed up of vittory, v. 54- and Revl. 20, 14. 
we read, that death and hell were both caſt into the lake 
of fire and brimftone: ſo that thoſe that are Chriſts 
need not'feare either the one or the other. 

' 5 Inthat Chriſt b dying hath procured the keyes 
of hell and' death ro'be laid upon his" ſhoulders, and 
none ofhis {hall goe into the chambers of death, cill 
he open'the door; and that he will rior doe; uncill he 
hath made and perfumed their beds for them, and un- 
till jr is the-beſt time for them to goe take their reſt: 
and as for hall”, ye 'may befure he will bar and bolt 
the gates 'ofhell, ſo that Chriſtians 'need not feare 
it , they ſhall neyer goe thirher. | 

© Beſides, Chriſt will redeem them from death, by 
: PO a a ate, of their bodyes at the laſt 


= And 


(17) : 
And now if any (ay in their hearts, what then, muſt 
Chriſtians for ever caſt of all feare, and rejoyes inic, 
as their portion, purchaſed for them by the Tufferings' 
and death of Ghriſt ? 
Lanſwer | | 
I That Chriſtians onght, notwithſtanding all char, 
| hath been ſaid, to feare God with an awfull, reveren-. 
| tall feare, and to have Reverendthoughts of him, 
and demean themſelves reverently before him, as 
becomes duſt and aſhes; eſpecially when he manifeſts 
himſelfe to, and before_them,either in his holy word 
d. ordinances,,qr: in his extraordinary Workes an: 
rovidences, So Moſes ſaid, 7 ea ely Fel: a 
rag when Godcame down on Mount Sinai: and tg 
bim will I look (fayth God) that trembles at hu ws 
2 Chriſtians ought, ngevich/tanding al that 
been (aid, to take. heed leſt they. fall,. to-worke our 
their Salvation with feare and trembling: they ought 
to. ſerve their Maſter in heaven with feare and trem- 
bling . My fleſh trembleth for. feare of thee, and 1 am 
| afraid of thy judgments, pal. 1194139. ie, they ought 
co. haue a_watchfull,' carefull, heedfull feare, that 


bo &S © * 


3 Heb, 12. 21. 


tou (1sS) 
ly life and” innocent Death, from anxious, diſtrating, 
perplexing, tormentine feaye, either of temporal] or 
eternall death. Such a teare as may make them fly to 
God, as may conſiſt with love to God and goodnes; 
ſuch afeare of his goodnes and mercy, as conliſts with 
bore in his mercy; ſuch a feare they have, and may, 
and oughrto have, and yer be Servants, and no 
baſe ſpirited or baſe principled {laves; and yer be lov- 
a Angby and not baſtards, no unworthy baſe 
ſpirited'Children. 

Yea-laſtly, So farasthey ate unregenerare,the feare 
of ſufferings may be a bridle to-luſt, and a ſpur to 
duty; yea they may make uſe of the threatnings in the 
word to deterre them from offending, and as a Motive 
or meanes to keep, cloſe to the way which is called 
holy :. we find that God, uſed a' Commination even 
ro Adam in” Innocency in Cafe of difobedience, 1# 
the day thou eateſt thereof thou ſhalt ſoret aye, Gen.2.17: 

Again, if any ſay further in their hearts, how'can 
this man ſave us? be did not ſave himſelfe from the 
feare of ceath, 2nd bow.c4n he ſave others ? 'and if we 
read Math.26, from ©. 38. to 42. and Heb. 5. 7: we 
may*haue cauſe to think, that Chriſt himſelte teared 
death z and then how could he deliver us from it ? 

I anſwer,* that Chriſt did feare death; burthat bis 
feare was not i#ordinate, thit it was chem ng the 
wrath of God, the re#rors of the Almighty, which 


made him pray with ſtrong cryes and reates unto 
God. He did conflid with deat wm full ſtrength; 
with the Serpent wich its ſting and p 


oyſon in it:Cbriſt 
Een- 


Do 


( 19) 


endured the-paine of ſenſe in the garden, when he 
ſaid, my ſowle i exceeding ſorrowfull een tothe death 
the paine of Joſe, when he was crucifyed on the tree, 
and cryed out, my God, my God, why haſt thou forſaken 
me? where, though the grace of viſion was for a time 
withdrawn from 'Chriſt, yet the grace of union and 
wnttion ſtil] continued the ſame, So that as Chriſt 
entred into the firſt degree of the firſt death, his ſoul 


and body were really ſeparated, but not into the ſe- . 


cond, i.e, his body did not ſee corruption: {o he enterd 
only into the firſt degree of the 24 death: the lighc 


of Gods countenance was hid towards him for a 


while, as it were under a cloud, but God did not 
wholly forſake him, nor was he totally ſeparated 
from God, And truely, God heard'the prayer of 
Chriſt, that prayer ofhis upon the croſſe, Farher into 
= hands 1 commend my ſpirit, i.e. ſaith one, Father, 
it Idye, yet deliver me from the power ofdeath, de. 
liver me out of death, preſerve andreftore my fpiric 
again: and accordingly he had within z daies a glort- 
ous ReſurreRtion in anſwer to his prayer. 

I know there are, who take <va«S« to ſignific a 
reverentiall or religiows teare, and ſo make the ſenſe 
of Heb. 5.7. where tis (aid, that Chriſt was heard 
&" is <vanfeic;, tO be, he was heard for his great piety 
and devotion, and not that he was ſaved from, or 
out of the thing which he feared, namely , qur of 
death, impl ing that Chriſt feared death: but 
therefore Chr feared it ſo-much, that we might 
not fear 1t (0, 


It 


D 3 


Luk. 23.46, 


D. He. 
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If. any farther examine me, what is the Reaſon 
then that good men oftentimes are ſo unwilling to 
dye, and {o fearfull of death? we read of good He- 
zekiah, that at the tidings of death, he twrned hi face 
70 the wall, and wept ſore. | 

I anſwer, 1 concerning Hezekiah, that he was ac 
this time childlefle, and that might ſeem a diſmall 
thing, for his Sun to ſet ſo long before night, and 
to haye no hope of riſing againe in his poſterity. 

2 That he had newly made a glorious Reformation, 
and knew not, but har after his, deceaſe the worſhip 
- of dead Idols\mighr revive againe, to the great diſ- 
honour of the living God, whom he ſerved. 3 He 
might feare leſt his being taken away at ſuch 2 time, 
and by.ſuch a.violent diſeaſe, (tis thought by ſome 
it was the, plague). might open the mouths of his 
enemies to triumph and ſay, that. this evill was 
therefore come upon him, becauſe he had broken 
down. their, Altars.. . 4 Poſſibly he himſclfe mighc 
. uponthe ſudden look upon this meſlage of death, 
* as ameſlenger bringing him tidings of Gods difplea: 

ſure, andfor this cauſe he might weep at the newes 
of death , « 

- And ſecondly, as concerning other good men or 
women, . who have feared Death, I anſwer 1 that . 
of right they ought not; to feax-it,,. Chriſt hath {et 
open the-priſon doors, and if they, uſe the meanes, 
they may be free from their -feares; tis their igno- 
rance of their ſtrength in Chriſt, and,deaths weak- 
nefle, which makes them fear death. If the .childr = 

O 
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of light be kept ever in darkneſſe, and not ſee that 
there are more for them then can be againſt them, 'they 
will beafraid of death and his followers: or 21y, it 
may be they neglect to put on the whole armour of 
God, when they grapple with principalities and pow- 
ers, and particularly with the power of death; or 


they go out raſhly in their own ſtrength, wirhoue . 


ſeeking of auxiliary forces from heaven to help themg 
or it may be they do not uſe their ſhield of faith in 
Chriſt, who by death overcame death; and there- 
fore it1s that they are overcome for a while of the 
fear of death. Or laſtly, as tis ſaid of Gas, ſo I may 
ſay of theſe, 4 troop may overcome them, but they ſhall 
overcome at the laſt, and though their hearts faile 
them for fearin the beginning, yet they ſhall be as Da- 
via, and as the Angel of the Lord ſtrengthning him 
they ſhall be conragious, and more than conquerors 
inthe concluſion, over death and hell, and all their 
feares of them: 

And now if on the other ſide we ſee any wicked 
men, children of the Devill, who ſeem tous undaun- 
ted at death; who ſeem to us like the great Levia- 
than, concerning whom ye know tis faid, «pon earth 
there is not his like, who is made without feare. 

I ſay either 1 that the Devill it may be hath blin- 
ced their eyes, that ſo he might lead them into 'the 
bottomleſle pit, before they to much as feare or fan- 
cy it. Heis ſo ſubtle, that he will not torment them 
betore the time, that he may be more ſure to tor- 
ment them to all eternity: Again, they may oft- 

| | times 


Get.49.19; 


Tob.41.33- 
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times perhaps have a hell in their conſciences, whilſt 
They:ſeeny' to us to be in a fools paradife. If they 
feel no fear of death temporall or eternall, tis ſurely 
becauſe they are d:ad in their fins and treſpaſſes, and 
their conſciences are ſeared with a hot iron. I am 
perſwaded the ſoule of the boldeſt wicked man -on 


earth was never ſo fearleſle all thetime that it-was in 


_ the body, | but that when it ſees it muſt go out of the 


body, and goe into hell, it feares and trembles to 
go forth: .how free and jolly would it deem it (ele, 
might it but abide in the priſon of the body tor ever? 
but to ſay no worle of ſuch,.theſe dye deſperately, 
but the righteous hath hope in his death. 

And now are theſe things fo, is fear ſo terrible a 


bondage, and eſpecially the fear of death and hell; - 


and are all out of Chriſt lyable and obnoxious to this 
horrid and helliſh flavery, and that all their life-time; 
oh that this truth might be to every one that hears 


it, and is out of Chriſt, like the handwriting upon 


the wall to Belſbazzar, that it might fill him wich 
fear, and that he might go home full of tear, and 
that his feares (like ſome ghoſt) might haunt him, 


- and give him no reſt, whilſt he continues in his na- 


turall, unregenerate condition, I deſire this Doctrine 
may ſcare them, but not hurt them. 

And you who are indeed (and know it) {ubject to 
thif grievous bondape, the feare of death and hell, I 
defire-you would go to the hart, and hare, and ſuch 
like fearefull creatures; that you would conſider, and 
learn their wayes, and be wiſe. 

| ; | 1 They 


—_ — wn 
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T1 They atevery cautelous and watchfull, Tis ſaid 
of the hare, that ſhe ſleeps with her eye-lids open: 
Let us be vigilant and circumipe, and keep a con- 
ſtant guard upon all the wayes and inlets of (in; tor 
ſin, fear, death, and hell, all enter in at the ſame porc 
or door, , oY | 

2 Fearfull creatures are very nimble to fly from 
danger. Let us fly from ſinas from the face of a ſer- 
pent; remembring alway, that the ſting of death is ſon. 

3 Fearfull creatures get hiding places, to which 
they run 2nd are ſafe: the Hart that is animal timi- 
diſffimum, a moſt fearfull creature, hath a hiding 
place on the-tops of mountains; hence that expreſſt- 
on Pſalm. 18. 33, He maketh my feet like hindes feet, 
and ſetteth me upon my high places: and the ſtony rocks 
are a hiding place for the coneys, Plal.104- 18, Let us 
geta hiding place in that Rock,- that is higher then 
our ſelves, in the Lord Chriſt, and then we need not 
fear that mighty hunter, the Devill, when he purſues 
us. Lets hide our ſelves in the clefts ot this rock 
now, and then we ſhall not need one day to call for 
the rocks to - on us, and for the hills to cover us. Be 
convinced that. by nature we are dead in fins and treſ- 
paſſes, come to Chriſt by atrueand a lively faith, 
this is the way to paſle from death to life: live in, and 
to, and for Chriſt much for the time to come, - and 
you need not tear temporall and eternall death; for 
{urely you bave eternall life abiding in you. Fear God 
with all your hearts, with a fi/ia/{ fear, this will pro-- 


voke you to — and obedience, and watchful- 


neſle, 


194) 
neſſe, and then you ſhall not, you ought not to fear 
with a ſaviſh fear, what death 'or the Devill can do 
unto you: i1meat moriem, qui Deum non timer, Let 
him feare death, who feareth not God: What ſhall T 
ſay more, get abundance of love to God, and good 
evidences of Gods love to youz and Zove, both this 
and that, & 4s frong as death: and then having two 
ſach ſtrong and mighty champions with you and tor 
you, you need not fear death, come when he will, 
for you are more then his match. And ſo I come to 
Apply the third and laſt obſervation. | 


Wſe Infor. Are Chriſtians thus delivered from the laviſh: 


fear of death temporall and eternall, then this may 
informe us 1 that Chriſtians are the f7eeſt men in the 
world; they. are not in: bondage, no not unto death: 
they were not borne free, nor with a great ſumme of 
moneys obreined they this freedome, but the Sor 
of God hath made them free, and therefore they are free = 
kndeed. Againe 21y, hence we may be informed, that 
Chriſtians are the. valianteft and moſt couragious 
champions in the world . It thus they are nor a- 
fraid tolook death inthe face, of whom then thould 
_— be afraid? they may by grace do what tis ſaid 
the horſe.doth by zature, even mock at fear, when it 
cometh, We:may ſay as Daviddoth, the Righteous-is 
bold 44.4 Lion. A righteous man-may ſay with Da- 
vid, Pſal. 3. 6. I will not be afraid of 100008 of people, 
that have ſet themſelves againſt me round about: or as 
in Pſal. 46.2. Although the earth bt removed, and the 
mount aincs caſt. into-the. milft of the Sea, 1 will net 


fear.. 


(25) a 

fear. Although thegreater world fall, this lJefor world 
need not ſhake or be moved. And fo we are here 
taught 3ly, the great Bleflednefle of Chriſtians in 
miſerable times: theſe are the happy men and wo- 
men in times of war, plague, famine. Miſer Chriſtia- 
nu videri poteſt, non poteſt inveniri, he may outward- 
ly ſeem miſerable, he ſhall neyer be _y_ miſerable, 

Are ye by Chriſt freed from the {laviſh fear of 
death temporall and eternall; -then let not ſuch men 
as you be terrified at the newes of the approach of 
death - and be not unwilling to die, when the God of 
our-lives calls'for you. When once good old Simeon 
had' got his Saviour in his armes, he preſently ſings 
his Now letteſt thou thy ſervant depart in peace. Re- 
beckah, that went ſo willingly with CAbrahams ſer- 
vantito Canaan, tor be Iſaacs wite, may riſeup'in the 
day of Judgment andicondemn us,” if-we hang back, 
when 'our bridegroome the Lord Chriſt comes- or 
ſends for us. She weat to an earthly Canary, weto 2 
heavenly; - ſhewent to- Iſaac, atype of Chriſt, we' to 
Chrift himſelfe; ſhe to $arbs tent, we'to Abrahams 
boſome; ſhe to a moveable tent or Fabernacle, weto 
Manſions, to 4 building that has foundations, whoſe 
builder and maker i God himſelfez the went from her 
own kindred and fathers houſe, to live and die in 2 
ſtrange country, we go to our own country and fa- 
thers houſe; to dye no more, death ſhall no more have 
dominion over us, * 

Conſider (for I ſpeak to thoſe who are pafhible 
and mortall, and: co whom no day «an bring a privi- 
CO1Teh, E 2 ledge, 


Uſe 2. 


d # 


Luk. 2, 29. 


Revel, 1.16. 


(26) 
ledge, nor. place bea SanQuary from the arreſt of 
death, no though our breaſts be full of milk, and our 
bones of marrow) conſider I ſay 1, that death can 
but &raiſe our heel, he cannot break our head: when: 
death hath killed the body, he hath doneall. God 
fayes to this deſtroying Angell or Meſſenger of his, 
when he hathr taken away the life of our bodies, ſay 
now thine hand, it is enough, put wp thy ſword into the 
ſcabbard: and therefore do not fear death, for the 
{wordof death is like the (word of the magiſtrate, he 
beareth it indeed not 11 vain, but to be a terror toewvill 
ders, and apraiſe tothem that do well. 2, Death will 
curethee of thy body and ſoul diſeaſes: The long-fick 
writ upon his grave ſtone, hic ero-ſanus, here T ſhall 
bewell. Andas for fin, the diſeaſe of thy ſoul, death 
will perfeRly cure that leprofie, and ſtop that blou- 
dy iflue, and be the death of that body of death with- 
in thee. 3. As the fining pot for ſilver, and the fur- 
nace for gold, ſo ſhall the grave be to our drofly bo- 
dies:.,our bodies (like the China diſhes) after they 
have been buryed for ſome generations under ground, 
{hall be taken up, and made weſſels of honour, fit for 
our hr in heaven. The ſoul is now indeed a 
Pearl, but ſet in clay; butat the Reſurrection, in the 
day when God. wel! up his Jewels, when he takes 
them up out of the duſt and dirt, hewill then ſer them 
in_ bodies of gold; yea in bodies like the Sun; for. we 


ſhall be made like unto the gem body of Chriſt, Phil.. 


3: laſt. And his body is /ike the Sun, when it ſhineth in 
its full frength, 4+. Death is the beaten road emer 
(272 = op 14 ng 
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laſting life: Chriſt the King of heaven and earth went 
this way; and it may ſuffice Chriſtians -to-walke to 
heaven, even as Chriſt walked, in and by the way of 
death. 5. Conſider, Death is Chriſts meſſenger, he 
will not run before he is ſent; he is Chriſts Angel or 
Miniſter, ſent out for the good of them, who are heires 
of Salvation. In the 2 King.6, 32. we read, that 
when Fehoram ſent a meſſenger to take off El:ſha's 
head, the Prophet bid ſhut the door, for (ſaith he) i 
not the ſound of his maſters feet behind him? But let 
us uſe death kindly, and not handle him roughly ac 
the door; but rather-ſay, ##rn in, turn in my Lord, for 
is not the ſound of his and our Maſters feet, is not the 
(ound of Chriſts feet behind him? 6% and laſtly, con- 
ſider that ſo long as thou art {laviſhly afraid of death 
aud judgment, thou art either nox- a'ſons ot ſurely a 
ſon-under age; thou.art. not- nude perfet?: 3n love. 1 
ſhall, never think my {ſoul in good caſe (faid one) {0 
long'/as I tear to think of dying. And Luther ina Ser- 
mon on Z#&.21, 25» faith, that untill we can from 


onr hearts deſire:the day of judgment; we'cannot/fay - A 


boldly. that we are: Chriſtians: be, would therefore 
have us pray to God for this day, thus, fac, ſi fieri po- 
teſt, ut hac hora weniat. I deſire it- may come, even 
this yery Holes 7. 2} 3d GE 90s 1203 300 017 25.) 

- But yer. truly J.think. that- the! houſe--of Qur ſoul 
may (ometimes lie {o-yn{wept, and ontof order, that 
we maybe or a ſeaſon willing that our Lord and h(- 
band ſhould delay alittle his comming. Bur tis. our 
duty, and let.it be our.ſtudy and endeavour; to ſet the 


© 


E 3 houle. 


-- 


(28): 
houſe of our ſoule in order daily,. 'not knowing but 
that any-day we may dye, and not live. | 
Tothis purpoſe lets meditate often on death; thus 
lets ie 4aily,"thus lets acquaint our ſelves with it, and 
prepare-for it, and ſo ſhall we be af peace, and ſo ſhall 
we not be afraid. Weread in the Goſpell of one mad 
man, who lived among the combs; the world think 
946.19.41142. 211 madchar do fo, although bur by meditation: and 
compared wijh YEt WE read that devont Foſeph of Arimathea had his 
Mab.27.59-50 tomb in his-garden, where he probably-uſed to walk. 

Deut.z2.29, And oh that my: people were" wiſe, that they would conſt- 
dey their \Lanver+ end; 'were ſome of the laſt words of 
£AMoſes. - This is the way to prepare for death; and 
warchtulneſſeand preparation may prevent a ſurpri- 
Tall, may turndeath intoa'fleep: the longer and more 
we watch for” death;; our ſleep and*reft wilt be the 

_ ſweeter. Jn v/it«aieilent juſt? ideo ih morte dituntur 
\dormare, Avent: the” righteous watch whilſt they 
live, and their death is aſleep. And: what weary long 
waking man'is afraidof a ſound and (weet fleep? 

Hſe loft. And foleome tothe aft Ufe of the DoQrine. Tf 
Chriſtians ought ri6t to fear'death neither remporall 
nor.eternall;'of whom or what thenſhould believers 
be afraid? | TIC | 

_ Letus not fear the Devill; heis an enemy, but a 
conquered eriettiy; bot an enemy bound in chaines; he 
is #Lyon,” but led #s chains//and ſombzled,, that a 
child of God need fot fear hin, © y 
'"Lets not fear the'day of judgment; tis a time of 
Afefrefhing from the pr lowct of HheLord, the: the day of 
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Redemption of our bodies, Let it be the obje& of onr © 
hopes, not of our feares. Lets not fear the world, not 
all the evill the men of the world can do unto us; let 
us march 'on in the way of truth and holinefſe; and 
that although the whole world ſhould be againſt us, 
although our dayes ſhould prove daies of darkneſſe, 
of clouds, and of thick darkneſle, daies of rebuke and- 
blaſphemy to us: yet let us Chriſtians, whether-Pro- 
phers, or Prophets children, or profeſſors of the Go(- 
pell; which is the truth; and the DodFrine: according. 
wnto —— let. us be zealous and couragious for 
truth againſt error, and for holineſle againſt profane» 
neſle; let us quit owr ſelves like men, and be ſtrong: 
let us ſtand up: to and tor the truth, our hearts never 
once failing us for fear of what may come upon usz 
no not it it ſhould come to a worſhip the golden Image; 
or be caſt into the fiery furnace:colidering(as one Gith) 
that Decs- miles: nec in dolore deſeritur, mer 1m morte 
_finitur, Gods ſouldter is neither deſerted in ſufferings, 
norended,indeath, And again. quents plas torments,- 
tanto plus erit glorie: the more torment, the more 
glory. For although we muſt not have amorem mer- 
cenarium, yet we may have amorem merceds, though: 
not a mercenary love, yet a Reſped? tothe recompence- 

reward. &f & 4 

Let us know, that although tis a bleſſed thing to dye 
in the Lord, yet tis a more. glorious thing to dye % 
the Lord: Let us therefore look unto-the cloud of- 
witneſſes of the martyrs of Jeſus, who have.gone be- 
foreus, either in the Primitive,ovin the Marian timesy: 
yea 


(3s) 
yexlet us Took'wnto' Feſus,; the Author and: finiſher of 


iſed the ſhame; and is now (ct 


Heb. 1.2. 2 Out faith, who for the 7 that was {ct before him, endu-. 


0 
fed the' crofie; and deſp | 
down atthe right hand of God, from whom he came intro 
this world, that he-might deliver ins out of the hands 
of altour enemies;that we might ſerve him without fear, 
«gice;; ie, faich DF H, $5 infatery, in holincſſe 
and righteouſneſie all the dates of our lives. 

-: Toconclude'all, In all our qualms and faintings of 
heart; ters endeavourto-revive and encourage. our 
ſelves with this :foveraigne cordiall and Antidote, 
that it waSone;great end wherefore Chriſt cook upon 
him fleſh and/blood,: whichcould ſuffer and dye, chat 
ſo by his death and reſurreftion he might not only 
reſcue oneday our bodies ater death from the power 
of the grave, givir Rage ReſurreRion unta 

zall life; but:alſo-mighe- by his victorious death 
onthe crofle deſtroy our Arch-enemy the. Devill, 
who had che power of death, a deadly power, or a power 
- ro-kill, and deliver is, who through fear of death 0- 
therwiſeought;/and ſhould hive been all ovy life 7ime 


ſubje& unto bondage. 
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